AP Computer Science Principles • Big Idea 5: Impact of Computing	Guided Notes • 5.2 Day 1
GUIDED NOTES • LESSON 5.2 • DAY 1 OF 1
One Assignment, Two Realities
Name: __________________________   Period: ______   Date: __________
Today’s objectives
1. Describe the digital divide and how access varies by socioeconomic, geographic, and demographic characteristics and between countries (LO IOC-1.C)
1. Explain how the divide affects groups and individuals, and how individuals, organizations, and governments widen or narrow it (LO IOC-1.C)
Bell ringer
Two students get tonight's homework: watch a 20-minute video, research the topic online, and upload a slideshow by Friday. Maya has fiber Internet at home. Jordan has a phone with 2 GB of data a month — and the nearest library Wi-Fi is a 40-minute bus ride away.
List every step of the assignment where it costs Jordan something it does not cost Maya — minutes, dollars, data, or sleep. Star where the gap starts.
01. What the Divide Is
	Term
	Definition

	Digital divide
	

	Equality (of access)
	

	Equity
	


The Dimensions of the Divide
1. Access differs within a nation and also                               .
1. A gap counts as geographic when it is driven by                               .
1. The divide is about differing access to                               .
	Watch out — “It's Only About Poor Countries”
Myth: The digital divide means the gap between wealthy and developing nations — inside a rich, wired country, everyone has basically the same access.
Explain why this is wrong: 




Stop and think
1. Sort your bell-ringer list into the three characteristic types — socioeconomic, geographic, demographic. Which bucket holds the most of Jordan's costs, and which cost fits no bucket neatly?


1. A mountain valley has no provider at all; one student in a wired suburb has no home plan. Explain how BOTH cases are the digital divide, and name who is affected in each.


1. Define the digital divide in one sentence without using the word 'Internet' — then check that your definition still covers devices.


Answer in complete sentences. Then check yourself with the matching CFUs on the Topic 5.2 page.
02. Who It Affects, Who Can Act
Two Sides of the Same Gap
Who it affects
Who can act
1. The divide can hit an entire population or                               .
1. The three levels that can move the divide are                               .
1. Being offline also means losing                                over what happens online.
	AP tip
AP TIP: distractors love handing the whole divide to governments — the CED names individuals, organizations, AND governments as forces on it.


Diagnose the Gap
Five snapshots. For each: name the characteristic driving the gap, then one actor who could narrow it.
Complete the empty cells as we work the examples.
	Scenario
	Characteristic driving the gap
	Who could act (one example)

	A rural county where no provider offers wired broadband
	
	Government — fund rural broadband buildout

	A family in a wired city cannot afford any monthly plan
	Socioeconomic
	

	Seniors own donated tablets but rarely go online
	
	Individual — volunteer to coach a neighbor

	Students in one nation stream lessons; in another, most homes have no connection
	
	Government — national connectivity investment

	A student's only Internet is a capped 2 GB phone plan
	Socioeconomic (quality of access)
	


Stop and think
1. For Jordan's 2 GB situation, propose one action at each level — individual, organization, government — and star the action you would fund first.


1. A friend says fixing the divide is 'the government's job, full stop.' Use one row of the diagnose-the-gap table to show what that view leaves out.


1. The town buys every household the identical hotspot. Using equity vs. equality, explain who this fix still leaves behind.


Answer in complete sentences. Then check yourself with the matching CFUs on the Topic 5.2 page.
Common AP Traps
“It's just about money” — in your own words:

Groups AND individuals — in your own words:

Three actor levels — in your own words:

The Digital Divide, in One Slide
1. The digital divide = differing access to computing devices and the Internet, based on socioeconomic, geographic, or demographic characteristics.
1. Access varies along those characteristics AND between countries.
1. It can affect both groups and individuals — a region, or one student.
1. It raises issues of equity, access, and influence, both globally and locally.
1. It is affected by the actions of individuals, organizations, and governments.
Exit check — I can…
1. ☐  define the digital divide and the characteristics it runs along (LO IOC-1.C)
1. ☐  explain how the divide affects groups and individuals, globally and locally (LO IOC-1.C)
1. ☐  name actions at all three levels — individual, organization, government (LO IOC-1.C)
Next: Topic 5.3, Computing Bias: access is only half the fairness story — what happens when the software itself treats groups of people differently?
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